VSA INSTITUTE

POETRY WRITING

Create a poem inspired by “miss rosie” by Lucille Clifton. Consider writing a poem from “miss rosie's” point of view or what it might be like to get older. Each person will draw a word from the “Word Bowl” and will be using that word in his or her poem. Create one poem using one of the following poetry formats:

1. ABC Poems

An ABC poem has a series of lines that create a mood, picture or a feeling. Those lines are made up of words and phrases.  Many ABC poems are 5 lines. The first 4 lines are usually clauses expressing an emotion. The initial letters of the beginning words in each line are written alphabetically. (The first line does not have to begin with A.) In Line 5, the poet may break with the alphabetical sequence and begin with any letter of his or her choice.

Examples:

Afraid (Taken from The Learning Works, Inc.)

Because I 

Cannot see

Down the hall--

What could that noise be?

“Exhausted” (Cay Bappe)

Exhausted

Friends playing

Go running

Have to sleep

I really need my bed

2. Window Poem

Many poets are inspired by the window.  It can be a literal observation.  If you look outside your bedroom or classroom window, what would you see?  Write a few lines describing what you see and how you feel about it.  It can be whimsical and make believe. Imagine yourself looking out of a window of a space ship, what might you see and feel?

Examples:

“Morning at the Window” (T. S. Eliot)

THEY are rattling breakfast plate in basement kitchens.

And along the trampled edges of the street

I am aware of the damp souls of housemaids

Sprouting despondently at area gates.

The brown waves of fog toss up to me

Twisted faces from the bottom of the street,

And tear from a passer-by with muddy skirts

An aimless smile that hovers in the air

And vanishes along the level of the roofs.

“Birds by My Window” (Michael Lee Johnson)

I work from inside my condominium, self-employed,

Out on the balcony are flowers of many mixed colors,

A bird feeder I replenish each day for doves and sparrows.

Sixty feet away from my window is a lush, huge, 33-year=old willow tree,

Draped with branches leaning toward the ground,

Flowing shades of green blowing left to right with the wind, through the sun.

I love this old willow tree and the scratching sounds of little bird feet inside a large plastic bowl filled with birdseed on my patio balcony—

Almost as dearly as my kitten, Nikki.

3. Wish Poem

Have you ever wished that you could be someone other than yourself, doing something other than what you usually do, for just one day? Here is your chance to express that wish in a poem.  

Structure

Line 1—is the opening statement, I wish I were

Line 2—tells who you would like to be

Line 3—tells where you would like to be

Line 4—often beings with an -ing word and tells what you would like to be doing

Line 5—is an adverb that tells how you would do it

Examples:

“Poet” (Cay Bappe)

I wish I were

A poet

Deep in thought front of my computer

Composing my work of art

Affectionately

“Envy” (Kemlyn Tan Bappe)

I wish I were

Cecily Brown

Oblivious of time and space in my Soho studio

Splashing broad strokes of color

Boldly

4. Unscrambled Word Poem

Pick several words from the “Word Bowl” and place them on a table or write them on Post-It notes provided and explore various word combinations by arranging the words on a wall or table. Create a poem out of phrases or sentences inspired by your word arrangements.

Example:

I draw the following words:  Fish-Bag-Crazy-Color-Silk

Untitled (Kemlyn Tan Bappe)

In youth, a fine silk purse of bright colors

Life of every party

Dancing

And now, a faded carpet bag

A fish out of water

Dying

